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EDITORS' TABLE. 

editors: a. s. Packard, jr., and e. d. cope. 
We publish to-day a short critique, by Mr. Harley Barnes, 



on Mr. James' article on animal reason, which appeared in the 
August Naturalist. This gentleman maintains the characters 
•of reason as distinct from the understanding. He defines the 
former as the power of invention as distinguished from discovery. 
The understanding " can utilize and explain, but not originate. 
It can have none of those thoughts commonly ascribed to moral- 
ity, no appreciation of the beautiful, no knowledge of truth, no 
conception of the infinite and the absolute." All these qualities 
are ascribed to reason. We think that if this be the definition of 
reason, that we can show that the latter has no existence what- 
ever. Thus we deny that man has any conception of "absolute" 
and " infinite." They are words which do not represent ideas, 
just as the statement " twice two equals six," relates to nothing 
either objective or subjective. They belong to Spencer's class of 
" pseudideas." As to the " knowledge of truth," anything cor- 
rectly known by animal or man is truth, and animals know a 
good deal of it. The " appreciation of the beautiful " is well 
developed in many animals, more, it seems to us, than in some 
men. " Thoughts commonly ascribed to morality " apparently 
exist in some animals, especially the dog ; while they are feebly 
developed in some races of savage men. The superiority of men 
is to be conceded here, but if morality be an attribute of reason, 
then traces of this reason are discoverable among some lower 
animals. The powers of origination and invention here ascribed 
to man and to reason, as distinguished from the " understanding" 
of the lower animals, even when most orignal, are of doubtful 
existence. They consist generally of combinations of a few first 
principles already learned through experience or confirmed by 
experience. Musical composition is probably derived from rhyth- 
mical movements of certain brain elements, which are favored by 
feeble vitality of the parts, and which are combined by the subject 
in selected ways. — C. 

North America, from the Sierra Nevada to the Rocky 

mountains, inclusive, will doubtless lead the world in the produc- 
tion of silver and gold for a considerable time. Although the 
aggregate of the precious metals, hitherto abstracted, reaches an 
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enormous figure, 1 much more remains in the earth than has been 
taken out of it. Many good mines are only commencing their 
yield, while new ones are being discovered. Of course in a busi- 
ness where the profits are large, and the risks considerable, there 
will be numerous attempts to defraud the public. This may be 
done in various ways, and one of these is by so-called reports of 
would-be scientific experts: It is of first importance to persons 
desirous of investing in mining enterprises, that they should 
examine into the characters of the authors of these alleged " sci- 
entific " reports. In the investigation of the nature and value of 
mineral deposits, the most skillful specialists are liable to error, 
such are the difficulties of the subject. Yet there are companies 
who will publish statements from persons without knowledge or 
experience, and which are absolutely worthless, and often 
supremely ridiculous. Two notable examples of such publica- 
tions have recently come under our notice. One of these, made 
to the Iowa Gulch Mining Co., on their property in Leadville, is 
a tissue of absurdities. Its author goes so far as to state that the 
strata dip at an angle of so many degrees " F " (? Fahrenheit). 
Another is the prospectus of " The Arizona and New Mexico 
Mining Co.," of which the Hon. E. Joy Morris is the alleged 
president. Several lists of mining claims are given, most of 
which are of little or no value, while the descriptive part of the 
" report " is confined to an enumeration of the productiveness of 
the mines of Mexico a century ago. The publication is flimsy 
in the highest degree, and no person of ordinary intelligence 
need be induced by it to part with any money. 

Equally absurd, although with good intention, are the compre- 
hensive denunciations of silver mining enterprises indulged in by 
a number of the newspapers of Philadelphia. On their side they 
display an ignorance of the subject equal to that of the so-called 
" experts " in question, and are in marked contrast to the press of 
New York and Boston, which are generally intelligent in their 
treatment of the business. As well denounce agriculture because 
some man could not raise potatoes on the Sahara, as repudiate 
silver and gold mining because some newspaper man has lost his 
money in a " wild cat." 

1 For the fiscal year 1879-S0, the amount produced in this region was $75,206,000 j 
see report of Supt. of U. S. Mint. 



